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Education Daily May 7, una. cc: Quem, Cavanaugh, Duval 

OEM-PLATFORM COULD INCLUDE DEPT. OF ED If frontrunner Jinuny- -
Carter ii'leS up to his previous stands on education, come midsummer, new 
rules could put him on a party platform that includes a provision ot 
a separate Department of Education. 

/ 

Under this year's new rules, the candidate who comes to the convention with the most 
delegates will get the most say in the Platform Committee's deliberations, and 
Carter's growing string of primary victories makes his stands on everything--includ-
ing a Department of E on--increasingly likely to appear in the platform the 
Dem a s o er the country in November. 

has said he favors " ••• a separate Department of Education (which) would 
consolidate the grant programs, job training, early childhood education. literacy 
training and many other functions currently scattered. throughout the ..... .. _. 
The would be a stronger voice at the Feaerallevel. : ; 

· 

Platform Machinery Makes it Possible This is the first year, accor.dlng to 
Deputy Platform Director Paul Jensen, that presidential candidate preference vote-s 
will be proportionally reflected on each of three standing Democratic committees 
(Platform, Rules and Credentials). The permanent members of each standing com
mittee will be elected by the state's national delegates as they are elected throuah
out the course of the state primaries, which end June 8, and all delegates must be 
selected by June 21. Each standing committee will be composed of 153 members 
having 150 votes, allocated to the states "in accordance with the distribution 
formula used to allocate delegates to the National Convention." Consequently the 
candidate who has the delegates will also have the committee control, and for the 
first time, concurs Jensen, the leading party candidate will enjoy a proportional con
tribution to the content of the party platform. 

Before this week's primaries, Carter's 446 delegates put him ahead of active can- · 
didates Udall and Jackson two to one. Victories in three out of the four states voting 
Tuesday should give Carter a lock of 100 more, pushing him close to 40 percent of 
the golden 1505 needed for nomination. 

Theoretically. Carter could eventually lose the nomination in a broke red convention 
and still be the chief contribu;tor to the Party's platform. "Yes, that is a possibility:' 
Jensen winced. 

Platform Committee to Hear Carter Testimony Stuart Eizenstat, Issues Di-
rector at Carter's main headquarters in Atlanta, said that Carter is scheduled to 
testify at hearings before the Full Platform Committee to be held May 17-19 in Wash-. 
ingtori. Eizenstat refused to speculate about Carter's testimony, butithe candidate's 
stands on increased Federal responsibility for school funding, vocational training 
and handicapped education ''may receive consideration" in the preparation of his 
testimony. -//-

NEA. AFT Believe It Too Both the National Education Association and the Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers (AFL-CIO) favor a separate education department and say 
they will testify at the May 17-19 hearings too. The first meeting of the·Platform 
Drafting Subcommittee is scheduled for June 14-16 in Washington. The National Con
vention starts July 12 in New York's Madison Square Garden. 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG T ON 

May 8, 1976 

~NNON 
JIM CAVANAUGH 

STEVE McCONAHEY 

We are working on the Big Government st 
however, I am concerned that using the 
to announce this effort will p liticiz 
Therefore, I recommend that we 
initial thought of making such 
Lansing on Wednesday of next we 
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ike proposal;. 
ichigan trip 
our effort. 
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MEETING FOR VOLUNTEERS 
Tuesday, May 11, 1976 
7:00 p.m. 

-;--~ !1~~ { ~,.,., u.) 



PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
(Ethnicity Conference) 
Nednesday 1 l-iay 5 1 1976 
11:30 a.m. 
Family Theatre 



TALKING POINTS: 

I. The President Ford Committee has asked that a 
White House staff member be assigned for liaison 
with the PFC to assist in coordinating White 
House information and activities related to some 
states. The purpose is to have one person in the 
White House to whom we can go with suggestions 
and questions, and who can be helpful to the PFC 
in connection with all Presidential and Administra
tion activities relating to that state. 

II. We will expect each to: 

1. Become fully informed about what PFC 
is doing in that state; 

2. Put together a brief summary of the 
major issues related to that state, 
and keep it updated; 

3. Assist in getting Ford Administration 
surrogates into the state; 

4. Serve as a White House contact for the 
PFC and appropriate Administration 
officials who can help the Ford campaign 
in that state; and 

5. Maintain a list of departmental an.d 
agency actions which will impact that 
state. 
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